
Too Nice to Share  

A young lady, Carie, was waiting for her flight in the boarding hall of a large international airport. She was 
feeling tired and a little lonely. As she would need to wait for a few hours, she decided to buy a book to 
while away the time. She also bought a packet of the best cookies she could find. She sat down in an armchair 
in the VIP room of the airport, to rest and read in comfort. 

Beside the armchair where the packet of cookies lay, was another seat and a man soon settled down there. 
The next minute, he opened his magazine and began to read.  

When Carie took out the first cookie, the man took one too. She looked at him with irritation, but he did 
not seem to realise how she felt; he appeared engrossed in his business magazine. She thought: “What a 
nerve! If I was in the mood I would have said something to him!”  

After a while, Carie picked another cookie and the man did the same again! For each cookie she ate, the 
man took one too. It was too annoying for her. She just wanted to get up and give the man a good piece of 
her mind but could not do it; she had never been able to speak up for herself, always preferring to avoid 
conflicts.  

When only one cookie remained, she thought: “What will this awful man do now?” Then the man, taking 
the last cookie, divided it in half and offered her the other half!  

Ah! That was too much! She was in a rage now! In a huff, she took her book and bags and stormed to the 
boarding gate. Giving one glance behind her, she saw the man looking at her with a puzzled look on his face. 
“Well, some people live on a different planet,” she reflected. 

 

Questions: 

1.Why do you think Carie couldn't say anything to the man? 

2. What is your favorite and important "cookies" that you do not want to share with others? It may not be 
material, but your mental attitude such as “caring for others”, your values, your social role, your role in Sai 
activities, your role in your family, your life style or your cooking procedure, etc. Think what you are sticking 
to. (You need not to speak about this question. Just introspect. ) 

3. When you were forced to share the “cookie” with others (e.g. Your boss took your initiative away or others 
behaved against your values or ideals.), got tangled in conflicts and were shocked, how you overcame it? 
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